
Comments Responses

TIMB1. The National Park Service concurs with these statements and
they have been appropriately incorporated into the “Timbisha
Shoshone Tribal Homeland Draft Secretarial Report to
Congress to Establish a Permanent Tribal Land Base and
Related Cooperative Activities,” the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement for the Timbisha Shoshone
Homeland, and the proposed legislative language.

TIMB1

10
D

EA
TH

 V
A

LLEY N
A

TIO
N

A
L P

A
RK



Comments Responses

TIMB2. The National Park Service fully supports the recent draft
report and will work with the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe and
other agencies to realize the fill intent of the report.
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TIMB3. This sentence was modified to reflect that the Wilderness Act
provides for wilderness areas to be lands largely
“untrammeled by man,” where the land retains its “primeval
character and influence, without permanent improvements or
human habitation,” but may contain features of scientific,
educational, scenic, or historical value. Elements of modern
human occupation and use are not appropriate in wilderness
areas, unless they meet the Wilderness Act criteria.

TIMB4. Text modified as suggested and citation to appendix included.

TIMB5. The list of future planning efforts has been updated to include
cooperative management programs with the Tribe.

TIMB6. The National Park Service is proposing to eliminate one of the
airstrips and study a secondary airstrip in Saline Valley and
convert the Stovepipe Wells airstrip from a paved to a dirt
strip. This alternative, if selected, would probably reduce
private aircraft numbers within the Park.

Also see response EPA3.

TIMB7. The Park will consult with the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe in its
fire management planning efforts.

TIMB8. The extent of the tribe’s involvement in fire management
planning, development of an inventory and monitoring
program, and resource management will be detailed in the
cooperative management agreement being prepared by the
Department of the Interior and the Tribe.

TIMB9. Text modified as suggested.
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TIMB10. The grazing activity that the National Park Service inherited
from the Bureau of Land Management has been ongoing for
over 130 years and its continuation is allowed under the
California Desert Protection Act. Presently all Park resources
subject to grazing impacts, including riparian and cultural
resources, are receiving the same protection as was provided
by the Bureau of Land Management. Sensitive resources will
be inventoried and protective measures provided in the
proposed grazing management plan. Some changes to the
proposed action have been made to clarify some of the
considerations that the superintendent might evaluate if
restrictions are made to current grazing levels.

TIMB11. Comment noted. Mining is an allowable activity in Death
Valley under NPS regulations. While mining does damage
the natural environment, approval of mining activities may
still occur if done in accordance with the standards provided
in NPS regulations (36 CFR 9A). If the disturbance does not
meet the approval standards, then the activity must be denied.
Restoration requirements can mitigate some adverse effects
of mining activities. Acquisition of all mineral rights would
need to be pursued with appropriated funds. Currently, only
limited funds are available. Following approval of the Land
Protection Plan, budget requests will be made to seek
funding to begin the proposed acquisition program.

TIMB12. The Park focused “at-risk” emphasis of this particular study
on areas of high Park visitor use where there were noticeable
impacts on both historical and archeological features. We did
not consult with the tribe on this project to determine if there
were additional sites that they wanted us to look at, primarily
because of lack of money and time to look at all “at-risk”
areas. The tribe’s suggestion will definitely be part of a
National Park Service / Timbisha Shoshone memorandum of
understanding regarding cooperative management of
traditional cultural and natural resource areas.
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TIMB13. Currently, 1,105 animal unit months of grazing are
authorized for the Hunter Mountain allotment. No authorized
grazing is occurring on the other allotments. No state or
federal endangered or threatened species are known to occur
in the Hunter Mountain allotment. If cattle are significantly
damaging resources they will be removed from that area.
Other wetland areas within the Park have been protected
from cattle. The Park Service is in full compliance with all
environmental laws. Please see “Environmental
Consequences, Alternative 2,” for a discussion on impacts of
cattle grazing.

TIMB14. Alternative 1 calls for the development of a site-specific plan
for the Saline Valley that emphasizes protection of cultural
and natural resources and environmental restoration. The
bulleted list on page 76 of the 1998 draft are items that “may
be included” within that plan. That plan will undergo public
review and comply with all laws pertaining to natural and
cultural resources and public involvement. Access for
traditional cultural and religious activities by Indian people
as provided for in Section 705 of the California Desert
Protection Act could be considered during the site
management plan development, or may be addressed on a
case by case basis by the superintendent upon receipt of a
request.

TIMB15. The Park would consult with the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe
for assistance in determining these effects. Additional
discussion of the cumulative impacts of external development
activities was added to the alternative.

TIMB16. External influences are recognized in the draft plan under
Relationship to Other Planning Efforts. The Biosphere
Reserve is a designation that recognizes the value of the
protection of desert resources. Such designation does not
affect sustainable and long-term management plans. The Park
is managed as a unit of the national park system under United
States laws and NPS regulations and policies.
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